1

Endeavors
Endeavors, Volume 2, Issue 2

Fall 2017

Summer Academy Offers a Safe Space to Learn
Education happens more spontaneously when young people
feel safe and supported.
Serving at-risk, primarily Latino
communities in Skagit Valley,
the Foundation for Academic
Endeavors is committed to
bringing a positive learning experience to a portion of the population that currently finds itself
in precarious circumstances.

FAE Opens Preschool Co-op
in Mt. Vernon
FAE has long hoped to provide a
multi-cultural preschool co-op
where parents and youngsters could
connect, learn together, and be supported. That dream is now a reality!
For more info, see the back page of

this edition.

“You who are so-called illegal
aliens must know that no
human being is illegal…
humans can be beautiful or
more beautiful, they can be fat
or skinny, they can be right or
wrong, but illegal? How can a
human being be illegal?”
--Elie Wiesel, Nobel Peace Prize
Winner and Holocaust Survivor

Facing the challenge head on,
Latino members of the FAE
board of directors worked tirelessly this year, reaching out to
members of their communities
to identify needs and concerns. Utilizing this information, FAE tackled
those issues, making necessary changes to best accommodate the children and families attending the 2017 Summer Academy.
In addition to providing a well-rounded academic program, the Academy
worked purposefully this summer to address the emotional needs of the
families that struggle to live within the current political climate toward
immigrants. A school counselor met with both children and parents to
help them deal with the stress and fear permeating their community. Dr.
Thomas Keegan, president of Skagit Valley College where the Summer
Academy takes place, declared the campus a ‘Safe Space’ for immigrants.
Security on SVC campus offered a welcoming place for students to enjoy
their studies, and parents to know their children were safe.
Honoring the cultures of those we partner with has always been a key
component to the pursuit of FAE’s vision. Walking side by side with the
oppressed and under-served, FAE realizes that the freedom we experience is only as authentic as the freedoms afforded to those who are marginalized. It is for this reason that we embrace these brothers and sisters,
committing to work with them until justice is realized.
The Foundation for Academic Endeavors exists to hold the struggles and
triumphs of the Skagit Valley communities with a heart of compassion.
We invite you to join us in this vital work.
Find out more at www.SkagitFAE.org

We accept PayPal! SkagitFAE@gmail.com
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Summer Academy Assessment Scores High
The campus of Skagit Valley College (SVC) in Mt. Vernon bustles with smiling students year
‘round, but for five weeks in the summer months, those joyous students are quite a bit
younger than the usual college crowd.
For the second summer in row, SVC has welcomed the Foundation for Academic
Endeavors’ Summer Academy to its campus. This year 250 low income, primarily Latino
students in preschool through grade 10 discovered the joy of learning at their “college
school.” Accredited teachers, college interns, and over 120 volunteers focused on Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math, (STEM) in a friendly college environment.
Students were encouraged to discover that learning is everywhere, and classroom concepts can come
alive when possibilities are made available. Burgeoning engineers problem solved while creating racing vehicles from recycled materials for an end of Academy science fair. Creating custom camouflage backpacks required students to think critically about both nature and art. Being challenged with open ended questions
invited students to analyze and come to new conclusions about everyday concepts. Even P.E. incorporated
math and literacy into its active play.
The end of academy assessment numbers demonstrated what teachers, interns, and volunteers had hoped to
achieve: Students who attended the five weeks would be well-prepared to start school again in September.
Summer learning loss, or ‘slide’, is one of the biggest challenges facing low income and at-risk youth. When children do not have access to educational support in the summer months, reading levels can plummet, putting students at a distinct disadvantage when entering the new school year. In 2017, 88% of Summer Academy students
did not experience ‘summer slide’ (decrease in word recognition ability;) 44% stayed at the same grade level,
44% increased one or more grades. Seventy nine percent finished the academy at the same grade level or higher
than they had just finished in school— 15% at grade level, 23% one grade level above, 19% two grade levels
above, 12% three grade levels above, and 10% four grade levels above.
Looking ahead to the 2018 Summer Academy, FAE will continue to partner with families in Skagit Valley, advocating for the goals they have for their children, and making opportunities happen. For more information about
FAE and how you can partner with this valuable organization, please visit our website (www.skagitFAE.org) or
email SkagitFAE@gmail.com.

We accept PayPal! SkagitFAE@gmail.com
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Meet Robin Ringland!
Robin stepped down this year as president of the FAE, but she
remains on the board and her passion for the organization continues to inspire and strengthen our community. Here’s what
Robin had to tell us about herself.
“I am passionate about being in partnership with people from
many cultures and language groups. I believe all cultures need
each other and that by working together we are able to see
other vantage points. When we work together we are also
able to see possibilities that we would have never dreamed of
before.
For the past two and a half years I have had the privilege of
belonging to a group of people from different communities,
different ethnicities, different languages. We have had a common goal – to walk side by side, to provide opportunities for
low-income children and their families, to watch a dream come
true. Together we created a non-profit foundation, FAE, that
would provide educational enrichment for families in Skagit
County and North Snohomish County .
Although I have been the president of FAE, I would rather think
of myself more as a servant in the Foundation, not a leader of
it. While studying to become a high school principal I adopted
this quote by Lao Tzu as a guide for my leadership:
“A leader is best when people know he exists, when his work is
done, his aim fulfilled, they will say: ‘We did it ourselves.’”
Another thing I learned in my principal training was the 7 E’s of
Leadership. These attributes have become practical avenues
through which I could give away my leadership.
Engage, Educate, Equip, Encourage, Empower,
Energize, Elevate.
While I have stepped down from being the President of the
Board, I still plan to be an active board member. I want to continue walking with others, looking for ways to serve all people,
especially the poor, the weak, and the lonely. I am passionate
about the perspective shared with the world by Lila Watson, an
Indigenous Australian, in a speech she gave to the UN:
“If you have come here to help me, you are wasting your time.
Bur if you have come because your liberation is bound up with
mine, then let us work together.” -Lila Watson
I hope to walk together with others in FAE as long as I can.”
Robin’s vision for FAE, along with her tireless efforts over the
past two years, have been a critical part of the organization’s
success. Thank you, for dreaming big, Robin!

Robin Ringland and Mark Blindheim, both
founding board members of FAE

FAE Seeks Program Director
FAE will soon be hiring a Program Director to
serve as the Chief Administrator of the
FAE Summer Academy.
We are looking for a highly capable person with
extensive experience in education who will efficiently oversee the planning, coordination, and
execution of all facets of our five week summer
learning program, preschool to grade 10.
Responsibilities will include supervising the program development and implementing policies,
programs, curriculum activities, and budgets in a
manner that promotes the educational development of each student and the professional development of each staff member.
This position will have variable hours depending
on the time of year: fewer hours in fall/winter,
more hours in spring and leading up to Summer
Academy in July.
More information will be available in the
months to come. Interested individuals may contact us by email: SkagitFAE@gmail.com

Robin lives on Camano Island with her husband, Peter. They are
thoroughly enjoying their two new grandsons, and are trying
their hand at raising chickens.

We accept PayPal! SkagitFAE@gmail.com
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Foundation for Academic Endeavors (FAE)
PO Box 945
Mt. Vernon, WA 98273
SkagitFAE@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook!

The Board of FAE:
The Foundation for Academic Endeavors strives to promote
a multi-cultural and inclusive identity. Working together to
affect change in our communities, we stand in solidarity
with those working to pursue their dreams and goals.

FAE Co-op Preschool/Academia Infantil
Now Enrolling / Inscribiendo ahora
First United Methodist Church
1607 E Division St, Mt Vernon, WA 98274
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
Lunes, Miercoles y Viernes
9:00am-1:00pm

Rosario Aguilar: Vice President, member of the Latino community, founding FAE member
Laura Aguillares: Parent, teacher, member of the Latino
community
Dorothy Armstrong: Former treasurer, retired banker
John Baker: Retired educator, Summer Academy volunteer
Emilio Benitez: Pastor, advocate for Latino community in
Skagit Valley, founding FAE member
Don Bergner: Retired civil engineer, Peace Corp, computer
specialist
Mark Blindheim: Pastor, advocate for Salvadoran minor refugees, founding FAE member
Patty Dunphy: Treasurer, retired Boeing, community volunteer, Summer Academy volunteer
Peter Dunphy: Treasurer, retired Boeing, community volunteer, Summer Academy volunteer
Zulema Gonzalez: Parent, teacher, member of the Latino
community
Deb Hubenthal: Retired elementary teacher, Summer Academy volunteer
Sonia Huffman: Counselor, Summer Academy volunteer
Matilde Martinez: Former FAE interpreter, FAE intern, member of the Latino community
Bill McGlinn: Former FAE treasurer, Summer Academy support services, founding FAE member
Jasmine Monreal-Perez: Summer Academy intern, member
of the Latino community
Robin Ringland: Retired secondary educator, former FAE
president, founding FAE member
Marlene Rios: FAE Secretary, parent, member of the Latino
community, founding FAE member
Kate Scott: ELL and Spanish teacher, interpreter, founding
FAE member
Julie Spangler: President, community educator, founding
FAE member

Ages / Edades: 3-5 years old (años)
$100 monthly tuition / mensual
For more information / Para mas información
please contact/ por favor contactar:
Marlene Rios: 360-708-0674

We accept PayPal! SkagitFAE@gmail.com

